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During the era of industrialization, the food industry focused on
how to solve matters concerning what we eat. As such, during this
period, the main purpose of studies was to develop technology that
would increase competitiveness and efﬁciency in the food industry.
Other primary goals included the development of new techniques
and products.
During this era, people believed that the way to increase
competitiveness was to shorten the time required to cook and eat
food. Thus, a way for people to consume more calories within a
given time period was developed. In addition, in order to increase
the productivity within a given time, mechanization and standard-
ization became the goals of the food industry.
However, in the postindustrialization era, this paradigm is
changing. The food industry is no longer concerned with produc-
tion, but with consumption. In other words, it is not a matter of
supply, but of consumption, and it is not a matter of technology,
but of quality. In this knowledge-driven, economically creative
era, quality of life is not connected to time spent working, but
how to spend leisure time.
Because it concerns the improvement of the quality of life, how
to eat and spend leisure time are very important. Accordingly, it is
important for the food industry to realize these new values and fos-
ter them. To ﬁnd new values with regard to food and to adopt these
values are important future tasks for the food industry. The creation
of new values and the discovery of this treasure will be discovered
in foods eaten by people and ethnic groups from around the world.
It follows then that we will be able to ﬁnd the values of traditional
ethnic foods scientiﬁcally, while understanding these values
through exchanges and communication with citizens of the world.
The Journal of Ethnic Foods is expected to function as a hub where
ethnic foods’ history, traditional preparation techniques, and their
cultural origins can be shared and understood.
Until now, there have been no journals in the food industry that
create a place where culture and science, tradition and technique,
history and geography, as well as health and leisure can unite,
communicate, and converge. Thus, the ﬁrst publication of the
Journal of Ethnic Foods seems very timely. New values can be
communicated most effectively through science and knowledge.
For these reasons, sharing of the knowledge and scientiﬁc valuesThis is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons At
which permits unrestricted non-commercial use, distribution, and reproduction in any m
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jef.2014.11.001
2352-6181/Copyright © 2014, Korea Food Research Institute, Published by Elsevier. All rthat ethnic foods embody is a very important task. The Journal of
Ethnic Foods will explain the value of the world’s food with respect
to tradition and the history of humankind, through exploration
of the ﬁelds of health medicine, nutritional science, ecology, and
geographydwherever scientiﬁc studies of varying aspects are
conducted to produce creative scientiﬁc results.
This journal will show great appreciation for research on foods of
diverse regions and various ethnic groups of the world, along with
their traditional preparation techniques, functions, and cultural
origin. It will mainly deal with the scientiﬁc knowledge and prepara-
tion techniques of ethnic foods. In the future, this journal will intro-
duce various countries' ethnic foods. It will scientiﬁcally investigate
the tradition, history, and health of ethnic foods. We believe that
through these steps, the quality of these areas will improve further.
Numerous difﬁculties have to be overcome prior to achieving
these goals. In order to surmount these obstacles and for the Jour-
nal of Ethnic Foods to become aworld-renowned food-related jour-
nal, we need your unlimited support. So please help us in becoming
the foremost food-related journal to date.Dae Young Kwon
Editor in Chief, Korea Food Research Institute
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